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Preface 
Over the last ten years quite a number of conferences have been dedicated to orthogonal polyno- 
mials, continued fractions and the interaction between the two subjects. 
Specifically the international conferences attracted active researchers from all over the world; 
we mention here the meetings in Bar-le-Duc (1984, dedicated to E. Laguerre), Segovia (1986), 
Columbus (1989, NATO-ASI), Erice (1990), Granada (1991, called VIIth SPOA) and Evian-Les- 
Bains (1992). 
To organize an international conference Orthogonality, Moment Problems and Continued Fractions, 
dedicated to Thomas Jan Stieltjes Jr. (1856-1894) in Delft, The Netherlands in the year 1994 was 
quite natural. 
Not only because it was the centennial of his death, but also because of the ties that exist between 
T.J. Stieltjes, father and son, and the city and University of Delft. Those interested are referred to 
the biographical note by Gerrit van Dijk in the (Euvres Completes/Collected Papers, Vol. I (Springer, 
Berlin, 1993) 1-4. 
The conference took place from October 31-November 4, 1994, in the main building of the Delft 
University of Technology. The scientific program consisted of four plenary lectures, five invited talks 
and 57 short talks. Not all of these talks resulted in the submission of a manuscript. 
The contributions cover a wide range of subjects connected with the main themes of the conference: 
orthogonal polynomials (ordinary, on the unit circle, matrix, vector, Sobolev), continued fractions, 
Hermite-Pad6 approximation, moment problems, hypergroups, quadrature rules, etc. 
This volume contains the papers that were accepted for publication after an ordinary refereeing 
process; we thank the referees for their work. Also we thank the International Scientific Committee 
(Paco Marcell~in, Paul Nevai, Jean-Baptiste Hiriart-Urruty, Walter Van Assche and Gerrit van Dijk) 
for their support and cooperation, as well as the local organising committee (Herman Bavinck, Mrs. 
Tineke Hazelzet, Roelof Koekoek, Henk Meijer and Mrs. Tini van Baar).  
The conference was possible thanks to the financial support of SHELL Nederland B.V., Stichting 
Mathematisch Centrum (Mathematics branch of NWO), the Stieltjes Institute for Mathematics, the 
Department for Pure Mathematics (Delft University of Technology) and the Faculty of Technical 
Mathematics and Informatics (Delft University of Technology). 
The social program consisted of a concert by the Delft Woodwind Quartet and a tour to the Delta 
werken (the works initiated after the great flood in 1953, to protect Zeeland and the rest of the 
Netherlands against another disaster). 
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